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MEDIA STATEMENT 

Building Health Promo on Capacity in the Mental Health Workforce 

11 August 2023 

The Australian Health Promo on Associa on (AHPA®) is pleased to announce a partnership with headspace. 
The partnership is focused on building the health promo on capacity of the mental health workforce to deliver 
on the aims of the Na onal Preven ve Health Strategy 2021-2030. 
 
This partnership forms part of AHPA’s work funded under the Australian Government’s Health Peak and 
Advisory Bodies Program 2022-2025. The partnership supports headspace’s Community Awareness and 
Engagement workforce to develop skills in planning, implemen ng and evalua ng health promo on 
interven ons by par cipa ng in Cur n University’s health promo on short course.  Community Awareness and 
Engagement workers from across Australia are par cipa ng in the health promo on short course, commencing 
August 2023.  
 
“We are excited about our partnership with headspace, and the opportunity to expand health promo on 
educa on and training to those working in the mental health sector. Workforce development and capacity 
building are strategic priori es for AHPA, and we have a clear remit under our peak body funding to enhance 
health promo on capacity na onally across key sectors, including mental health. We look forward to working 
with headspace during this ini al partnership involving eight Community Awareness and Engagement workers 
and building their workforce capacity to deliver a healthy, equitable Australia.” 
Dr Gemma Crawford, AHPA President  
 
headspace is the Na onal Youth Mental Health Founda on. headspace supports young people with mental 
health, physical health, alcohol and other drug services, as well as work and study support. Each 
year, headspace helps thousands of young people, and their families, access vital support through headspace 
services in over 154 communi es across Australia, online and phone counselling services, voca onal services, 
and a presence in schools.  
 
“We're excited to be partnering with the Australian Health Promo on Associa on to provide training for our 
Community Awareness and Engagement staff. This role is a vital part of headspace centres, enabling them to 
connect with young people and family in their local communi es to build mental health literacy and tackle the 
s gma around mental health, and this training will help to make their work even more effec ve.” 
Simon Dodd, Head of Workforce Development and Planning, headspace Na onal Youth Mental Health 
Founda on 
 
“With ever-changing community needs, I believe health promo on principles are essen al when it comes to 
planning and evalua ng ini a ves. The short course presents an amazing opportunity to skill up in an area that 
will help us implement more effec ve and holis c approaches to engaging with our local popula on.” 
Marwa Kechtban, Community Awareness and Engagement worker, headspace Bankstown 
 
-ENDS- 
 
More informa on  
Rebecca Zosel, AHPA – Tel. 0409 192 357 or email eo@healthpromo on.org.au   


