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A note from the President....
Welcome to the first edition of our Communiqué for
2018.
It has been a busy start to the year with some really
exciting developments including the launch of the
IUHPE Health Promotion Practitioner Registration next
week. This year marks 10 years since the World Health
Organization Commission on Social Determinants of
Health. AHPA is working to refocus attention on the
SDoH across a range of our activities in 2018, and we
invite you to take this opportunity to refocus your
health promotion efforts in this direction too. Planning
for the Health Promotion Symposium 2018 – Better
Practice, Better Placed is well underway. We are using a
different format for our national event this year which
we hope will spark your interest and we look forward to
seeing you there.
In this edition you can also get a quick update from the
state branches and an overview of other key national
activities. We would particularly like to congratulate the
WA Branch on launching their ‘Reflect’ Reconciliation
Action Plan and thank all the members and
stakeholders who were involved in the process.

•

In other news we are also undertaking some new
projects-exploring the feasibility of a Community Health
Ethics Board and introducing an AHPA Thinker in
Residence-look out for more information on these soon.

Gemma Crawford
National President

Update on Health Promotion Practitioner Registration
Keep your eyes open for the release of the IUHPE Registered Health Promotion Practitioner Registration!
All members will receive an announcement and relevant information in their inbox on Tuesday 1 May.
Health Promotion professionals across Australia will have the opportunity to apply to earn the title IUHPE
Registered Health Promotion Practitioner.
Registration is not mandatory for employment. It is designed to provide practical recruitment assistance
to employers. By becoming registered and encouraging your colleagues to do so, you will be ensuring the
quality and credibility of the Australian Health Promotion workforce.
Check our ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ here: https://bit.ly/2K8vcJG to learn more about the registration
process. For further information, please contact:
Andrew Jones-Roberts, Chair, AHPA NAO Management Committee
E: NAO@healthpromotion.org.au

AHPA Strategic Plan - renewal
The AHPA Board is undertaking a review of the current Strategic Plan in preparation for the 2019-2024
Strategic Plan. The AHPA Strategic Plan sets the key actions for the next five years and is underpinned by
AHPA’s Vision – Leadership in Health Promotion. The current key priorities are:
•
A strong and responsive professional organisation
•
Effective advocacy for health promotion issues
•
A highly skilled and sustainable health promotion workforce
Want to have your say?
To make sure that all members have input to the development of the Strategic Plan review, the Strategic
Planning Working Group will engage AHPA members and stakeholders at the upcoming AHPA 2018
National Symposium in August in Canberra and will also engage AHPA members through an on-line
survey.
Would you like to know more?
Please contact either:
Janice Lane – Janice.lane@westernvicphn.com.au
Dimitri Batas – dbatras@attainedsuccess.com.au
Jo Walker – Joanne.Walker1@health.nsw.gov.au

As you know, AHPA is hosting a two day Health Promotion Symposium in Canberra on the 23 and 24 August this year. The main title is Better Practice Better Placed
which is an intentionally ambiguous and ambitious theme for the Health Promotion Symposium. Our aim is to encourage analysis, debate and provide opportunities to
network, discuss, and share practices, research and policies that have led, or will lead, to better and more equitable population health outcomes.
The Symposium’s main focus areas are:
1. Policy, Power and Politics
2. Populations, Partnerships and Programs
3. Planet and Place
At the Symposium we will explore challenges and identify opportunities and actions in policy and politics, places, partnerships and programs that contribute to building
sustainable and liveable places with equitable opportunities and a healthy planet for all, now, and for future generations.
It is an opportunity for you to share and assess where we are in health promotion and what we need to do, to be better placed to ensure a healthier population within
supportive social, built and natural environments.
The program being planned includes national multidisciplinary experts and agencies, interactive participant panels, workshops, rapid delegate presentations, and
networking sessions will explore future challenges and opportunities.
Rapid presentations with a 'twist’ and posters. At the Symposium we are breaking away from traditional conference delegate presentations by asking for
‘Rapid presentations with a twist’. Members and colleagues are encouraged to submit expression of interests either as a rapid presentation or as a poster, and if
successful, join a themed, round table small group of colleagues working in a similar area; each will present and then all at the round table will discuss issues raised by
their fellow presenters. The presentations will be short, sharp and designed for you to share your work, your idea, your problem or your research to colleagues in a way
that is relaxed, engaging, succinct and meaningful. Further details on the EOI will be on the Symposium website shortly.
The website ahpa2018.com.au will be operational at the end of April. We encourage you to visit the website for key dates, for submitting an EOI for a rapid
presentation or a poster, and to put your name on a mailing list for Symposium updates as they become available.
PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH YOUR FRIENDS, COLLEAGUES AND PARNERSHIPS

Effective advocacy for health promotion issues
In November 2017 AHPA as part of the NSW ACT Alcohol Policy Alliance made a submission to the Inquiry into the Alcohol Beverages Prohibition Bill 2015. Paul
Klarenaar, Director AHPA appeared before the NSW Legislative Council Portfolio Committee No.1 and presented at the hearing.
You can read the NSW Legislative Council Portfolio Committee No.1 final report here: https://bit.ly/2GQaJbf which includes recommendations from the Committee.

AHPA and PHAA Prevention Workshop
You are invited to join the Prevention Policy Workshop. We are calling on senior health promotion and public health professionals to share your expertise and
contribute to the development of a joint Prevention Policy on behalf of the Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) and the Australian Health Promotion
Association (AHPA).
AHPA and PHAA have agreed to jointly develop a Prevention Policy that clearly positions health promotion and illness prevention as key contributors to population
health and wellbeing. It is intended that the Policy be endorsed by both governing bodies in line with organisational conventions and once adopted can then be used
to form the foundation of a joint Prevention Position Statement to be used in arguing for greater investment in prevention.
This is your opportunity to help inform the key messages and calls to action of the Prevention Policy. It is critical that the Policy draws on evidence from the academic
literature and the expertise and practice wisdom of leaders in the field.
For those unable to attend the Sydney session (post the PHAA Prevention Conference) there will be an opportunity to comment during May - watch this space. We are
hoping to have an AHPA launch of policy at the AHPA Symposium in Canberra in August 23-24 2018.
Date: Friday 4 May 2018
Venue: Sydney Boulevard Hotel, Sydney NSW
Start time: 12.45pm (lunch will be included for registered participants at 12:15pm)
Finish time: 3:00pm
Cost: Free
Registration: Register via the PHAA Prevention conference online registration form here Standard Registration. Numbers are limited.

Coming soon...
The National AHPA AGM will be held on 19 June at 12pm AEST. Detailed information will be sent to members in the coming weeks.
Applications for the Glen Paley Memorial Award will open soon. To read about Glen and the purpose of the award click here: https://bit.ly/2Hq3c2k

Reconciliation Action Plan (WA Branch)
The WA Branch launched their Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) at their General Meeting on Wednesday
28 March. The journey of developing a RAP was started in 2014 so it was a fantastic achievement to see it
endorsed by Reconciliation Australia.
The 'Reflect' RAP takes a holistic approach to create meaningful relationships, enhance respect and
promote sustainable opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The WA Branch
developed their RAP to enhance inclusivity and engagement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples in our communities. Through their RAP they will support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples to become members of AHPA and support them to work in the Health Promotion field in order
to better represent Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in our sector.
You can read the WA Branch Reconciliation Action Plan here: https://bit.ly/2Fa2ULl.
Cover artwork by Dr Mick Adams

Book reviews in the Health Promotion Journal of Australia
As the official publication of the Australian Health Promotion Association (AHPA), the Health Promotion Journal of Australia (HPJA) facilitates communication between
researchers, practitioners and policymakers involved in health promotion, for which book reviews play an important role. Formally commencing in January 2018, the new
HPJA editorial team is in the fortunate position of a strong HPJA, thanks to the outgoing editorial team. We acknowledge their outstanding work.
To build upon this significant work, HPJA has expanded its approach to book reviews with three new categories:
•
Ordinary reviews: These tend to be on recent books by well-known scholars, experimental or marginal works, or about books published in languages other than
English. Typically, ordinary reviews entail an overview of the book’s contents with a critical account of the book, including its merits and shortcomings.
•
Vintage book reviews: These reviews focus on classics relevant to health promotion, particularly in Australia. Vintage book reviews tend to overview the book’s
contents and provide an account of what its current value is to today’s health promotion research and challenges.
•
Book review essays: A slightly different approach to traditional book reviews, these are a peer-reviewed format and require reading and comparing several books in
such a manner that the reviewer includes their own original analysis of a particular health promotion phenomenon. Such a review might include books from different
disciplines to support an interdisciplinary approach, so that when brought together the books are relevant for health promotion. Alternatively, a book review essay might
include books from the same discipline or on a thematic issue of relevance to contemporary health promotion.
HPJA encourages reviews produced through peer-led processes, such as writing groups, and welcomes co-author arrangements to reflect this process. Sole author book
reviews are also welcomed. HPJA invites AHPA members to consider contributing in the form of book reviews as outlined above, or with suggestions for books to be
reviewed. To propose a book review, discuss the new direction and/or ask questions, please contact Karen McPhail-Bell, Associate Editor Book Reviews HPJA on
karen.mcphail-bell@sydney.edu.au.

Spotlight on the Branches
Western Australia
The WA Branch has been busy over the past year advocating for health promotion and the workforce. This has included writing letters to the new WA Deputy Premier;
Minister for Health and Mental Health which resulted in a meeting with his Chief of Staff and Principal Policy Officer, and then an invitation to attend the WA Preventive
Health Summit. The Branch has also been participating in the Government’s Sustainable Health Review (SHR), including writing a submission which resulted in an invitation
to attend the SHR Industry Forum.

Victoria/Tasmania
Over the past few months, the VIC/TAS Branch has been busy undertaking a review of the member newsletter and planning 2018 events. VIC/TAS AHPA members will now
receive a more personalised monthly e-newsletter that will continue to highlight relevant events and employment opportunities, but also showcase the committee
activities and the brilliant work being undertaken by our members across Victoria and Tasmania. Consultation with members and students regarding the e-newsletter
design will occur in the next coming months. Members are also encouraged to submit a new catchy name for the monthly newsletter for their chance to win a prize!
The VIC/TAS committee has commenced planning of some exciting member events, which has been made possible by the members' responses from a Professional
Development survey last year. Members will be pleased to know the annual Careers Event Night will be held again, which continues to be our most popular event.
The 2018 AHPA VIC/TAS committee was finalised recently, and we farewelled two committee members - Angela Vidic (Secretary) and Jo Schwarzman (Vice President).
We look forward to another exciting year ahead supporting our valuable members!

New South Wales / Australian Capital Territory
The NSW/ACT Branch was recently involved in advocacy work in relation to changing the NSW Smokefree Environment Act 2000 so that e-cigarettes cannot be used in
places that are designated smoke-free under the Act. The advocacy was a partnership of many health-related organisations, led by the Heart Foundation NSW. The
legislation passed through both Houses of the NSW Parliament and the changes will commence July 2018.

South Australia
Five South Australian organisations – AHPA SA, PHAA SA, SACOSS, Anti-Poverty Network SA and the People’s
Health Movement organised extensive activities in relation to the SA March election.
The Liberal Party were successful and their platform includes the establishment of “Wellbeing SA” as a Prevention,
Health Promotion and Primary Health Care agency, within SA Health. AHPA SA will be contributing to shaping this
new structure. More information on the pre-election campaign including media activity can be read here: https://
bit.ly/2vDeCyl.
SA Branch election event

Did you know we are on Twitter & Instagram?
We now have 4,004 followers on Twitter. The Branches take turns
hosting the twitter account each month to ensure we keep you up to
date on relevant health promotion information from the twittersphere.

@AHPA_AU
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